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VOTE APril 10

At-a-Glance
• $10 million referendum election is April 10
• Addresses facilities challenges:
– Poor instructional settings: classes in conference rooms,
storage rooms, hallway tables, portable classrooms
– Unsafe, too small or not-up-to-code facilities: parking
lot, band room, elementary gym, kitchen/cafeteria

• New plan is about half the cost of the last referendum
(or $8.8 million LESS); no auditorium and less square footage.
• Now is the time.
– Capping open-enrollment so we don’t outgrow our facilities
– 40% tax credit for Ag property

Our schools are at the
heart of our community.
In Pierz, we are used to working together to get things done. That’s why we asked the community for input.
Residents provided feedback in a community-wide survey and at public engagement meetings.
A community-based Facilities Committee helped evaluate options that would address the problems,
then they recommended the most cost-effective solution.

Survey
Says

67

72

Refine the plan based on
feedback and ask for
voter support

Address facility needs
as soon as possible or
within 1-5 years

%

%

You
Responded.
We
Listened.

62-71

%

Very or somewhat likely to support
elementary gym space, band room, parking lot,
and kitchen/cafeteria improvements

80

%

Very likely or somewhat
likely to support additional
elementary classrooms

The Right Time.
Why Now? We currently are teaching many levels of children every day in poor instructional settings:

conference rooms, storage rooms, hallways, lunchrooms, and outdoor modular classrooms, which means
preschool students have to walk outside to get to the library, gym, and cafeteria.
Some of our facilities are unsafe or not code-compliant.
// Our parking lot is too small and the layout is unsafe.
// The 1963 high school kitchen’s current serving lines do not meet state code.
We’ve run out of space:
// Our band room, elementary gym, and cafeteria are too small to accommodate our students,
and we don’t have enough elementary classrooms.
Ag2School 40% tax credit is in place.
We’re capping open enrollment.
72% survey respondents asked the district to address facility needs as soon as possible or within 1-5 years.

To ensure that these
facility investments will
provide adequate space
for generations, the school
board plans to cap
open enrollment.
Steve Boser,
School Board Clerk

The Right Size.

'

What Is the Plan?
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Foley .....................................................................................$748



Royalton...................................................................... $727

$11.67

Sartell-St. Stephen ................................ $715



Sauk Rapids-Rice ............$580

 

Little Falls ................$452

!

Onamia ................$408

"

Brainerd ................... $443

#

Milaca.............................................. $549

$

Pierz ..................... $371

Pierz Schools will hold a one-question referendum on April 10,
2018. The referendum would address inadequate facilities and
improve our instructional model. The district is asking for just
under $10 million in bonds. The request is about half the cost,
or $8.8 million less than the 2017 request.
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Group Average ..................... $582

We stuck to the Pierz motto of “just enough.” The new proposal
addresses critical needs. It does not include an auditorium and
is less square footage.

Upsala .................................................................................................. $823

Residential Property Tax Comparison

Total school property taxes, payable 2017, on a home with an estimated market value of $132,000

/month

Source: Pay 17 School Tax Report Provided by Ehlers

for a

Pierz has the lowest taxes of all our neighbors.

$132,000

average home value
Tax Impact on Three Home Values

The Right Price.
What Will It Cost Me?

The district strives to manage taxpayer dollars wisely; school property taxes are
lower than the state average and the lowest of all of our neighbors. If the referendum
is approved, the property tax increase on a $132,000 home, the average home value
in Pierz School District, would be $140 per year, or

Home Value

Annual

Monthly

$100,000

$94

$7.83

$132,000

$140

$11.67

$175,000

$201

$16.75

$11.67 per month.

The Right Stuff.
How Will Students Benefit?

40%

AG2School
The plan provides an improved instructional model for our children.
Tax Credit
//Students will have enough classroom space; classrooms will be
updated to current standards. Appropriate grade levels will be
grouped together and preschool classrooms will be brought inside.
New elementary classrooms would connect the schools.
// The new gym will allow all elementary students to have Phy. Ed. Classes.
// T he parking lot would be expanded and reconfigured to provide safer, separate driveways for buses
and parents, minimizing dangerous interactions with pedestrians, and providing enough space.
// T he kitchen would be expanded and updated to meet current health code requirements and
more efficiently serve students.

It is important to note that the
Ag2School tax credit is permanent
law in Minnesota – it has no
automatic sunset date. It would
take specific legislative action,
and the governor’s approval,
to revoke this tax credit. The
provision had strong bipartisan
support in the legislature.
Representative Ron Kresha (R)

Where and when do I vote?
Vote Tuesday, April 10. // Polls are open noon – 8 p.m.

Thank You for
Your Past Support
Pierz community residents have traditionally been
supportive of their schools. Now we are asking for some
updated facilities, and we are extremely
appreciative of your support.

To find your polling place visit: www.pierz.k12.mn.us
Early voting/absentee ballots are available at the district office beginning Feb. 23.

Need More Information? Be an informed voter.
// Visit: www.pierz.k12.mn.us // Facebook: www.facebook.com/pierzschools
// Contact: Any school board member – phone numbers and email addresses are listed on our
website – or Superintendent George Weber directly at 320-468-6458 or gweber@pierz.k12.mn.us.
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